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attitudes and pressures. The inevitable antagonisms, feuds, and hatreds,
so exaggerated by rasped nerves, bad health, discomfort, and dissipation,
generated disruptive forces which were beating with increasing inten-
sity against the constitutional system of 1787. Could it adjust itself
with sufficient speed to the new strains?
Thus Congress had to deliberate under conditions which at best
were difficult and nerve-racking but, under stress of these converging
forces, were demoralizing to the point of crisis. Could the Democratic
party dominate so perilous a situation, maintain its power, restore the
stability of a bewildered nation, and successfully cope with public issues
that called for statesmanship of the highest order?